The Curriculum

7t grade connects the teachings of
Torah to relevant personal issues, such
as peer pressure and child labor laws.
Students also study Shoah, including
righteous individuals who gave light in
dark times, and the importance of
Israel yesterday and today.

8th grade centers on the lifecycle
rituals of birth, B'nai Mitzvah, marriage,
and death. Through these and other
topics, they expand our students'
knowledge of Reform Judaism and
strengthen their sense of community
within and outside Beth David.

9th grade compares Reform Judaism
with other branches of our religion,
developing a deeper understanding of
all Judaism. Hands-on activities, such
as planning a Kosher meal, add to the
experience. In spring the comparison
expands to include other religions.

10th grade, Confirmation year, is
one of inquiry and confirmation,
questioning and affirming. Classes
begin by contemplating the High
Holiday Services and conclude in the
spring by leading, along with the Rabbi
and Cantor, the beautiful and
memorable Confirmation Service. The
RAC trip and social action projects
highlight the year.

11t and 12t grades offer a
program to intrigue and enlighten.
Students take the lead as the
curriculum follows their questions and
passions about their Judaism and
about Jewish life.

Benefits for teens now, in
college, and beyond :

confidence
leadership
responsibility
language learning
community service
hands-on lobbying

student teaching

experience

Friendships and
Connections

BethDY, Beth David’s Youth Group for
students in 9th through 12th grades,
offers additional social and community
outlets. Past events have included rock
climbing, a South Street scavenger
hunt, the AIDS Walk, and running the
Purim Carnival . BethDY also hosts one
Lounge Night per month in their own
Youth Lounge, next to the social hall.
Teens order in food and hang out

watching movies or a favorite TV series.
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Beth David
Upper School

Sign Up!

Be a part of this transformative
experience. For more information,
contact us at 610-649-0272 or
www.bdavid.org.

Building Jewish
Identities Beyond
Bnar Mitzvah




.Social Justice .

Responsibility

The popular Madrichim program
employs interested Upper School
students as teaching assistants in

younger grades on Sunday mornings.

This offers a wonderful experience
of education, commitment, and
increased responsibility.

. Mentoring .

. Connections

Social Action

All the grades take part in ongoing
social action projects. The 10t grade
regularly hosts dinner for the Interfaith
Hospitality Network (IHN) guests.
Projects in other grades have included
the Gladwyne Cemetery Cleanup,
preparing meals for Aid for Friends, a
car wash to raise funds for a variety of
organizations, and a book collection to
benefit the Philadelphia Public
Schools.

Confirmation

The culmination of 10th grade is
Confirmation. This sacred service
signifies the transformation of our
dedicated youth from students into
involved, intelligent Jewish adults. As
a congregation, our greatest
accomplishment is ushering students
through this change. Students
participate in creating and leading the
service, making it truly their own.

The RAC Trip

The RAC (Religious Action Center of
Reform Judaism) trip to Washington,
DC, offers a unique and exciting
experience. Beth David youth join
Reform Jewish teens from around the
country to learn about social justice
issues and related pending legislation.
Then they prepare and actually lobby in
their own congressional offices about
issues they select. Students also visit
the Holocaust Memorial Museum and
sample the vibrancy of Georgetown.




